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Revitalization update
Earlier this year, Toronto Community
Housing Corporation (TCHC) staff unveiled
a preferred Master Plan to tenants at an
open house held on January 22. This Master
Plan envisions the replacement of 236
TCHC units, refurbishment of 152 TCHC
units, the addition of up to 600 market rental
or ownership homes, as well as introducing
up to 105 new affordable rental units to the
Firgrove community. Other city-building
objectives such as improving community
amenities, introducing a new park, and
adding a new road network, are also
included in the Master Plan.
The first step to implementing the Firgrove
Master Plan is to have City Council approve
the plan through review of an Initial
Development Proposal (IDP) Report. TCHC
anticipates that this report will be considered
by the City of Toronto’s Planning and
Housing Committee and City Council in
early 2020.
If you are interested in making your opinions
about the Revitalization heard by the City,
you may do so by making a deputation at an
upcoming committee meeting.

Tenants who would like to learn more
about the deputation process can
speak to Revitalization staff members
(contacts listed on page 6) or visit:
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/tmmis/
have-your-say.htm
If the IDP report is approved by City
Council in early 2020, TCHC will be
submitting a formal planning
application shortly after. In the
meantime, TCHC will continue to
engage tenants on a variety of
revitalization topics. There will be
several opportunities in the coming
year to get involved to shape the
future of the Firgrove community.
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Conversations about connections
More than 50 community members
participated in Conversations about
Connections on September 24th. This
was a community meeting with local
City Councillor Anthony Perruzza to
discuss the Master Plan for the
redevelopment of Firgrove. Tenants
voiced their opinions about removing or
keeping one of the buildings on the
plan, and possibly increasing the green
space in the community.
Two versions of the Master Plan were
shown: one with the building, and
another where the building was
replaced with a park space. There were
many different opinions, but one thing
was certain: it was important to have
opportunities for people to come out,
ask questions and voice their opinions.

“It’s good the kids and youth are
talking – they have a lot of good stuff
to say. You have to let them talk!”
noted one community member.

Discussing
Master Plan

z

Two versions of the Master Plan were presented to tenants: one with a building to the west of the central
park, and another version where the building is removed and the park is extended to Needle Firway.
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A FOCUS on
celebration
Firgrove Focus Table members were
recognized for their contributions to the
Firgrove community at a graduation
celebration held on November 12, 2019 at
the Firgrove Learning and Innovation
Community Centre (FLICC).

When asked what her favourite moment
at the celebration was, advisory member
Hazel Reis replied, “I wasn’t expecting
to get a certificate. I don’t think any of
us were. Overall, it was lovely.”

Graduation
Celebration

Interested in joining Firgrove Focus
Table for 2020?
Please contact Raven Williams:
The Firgrove Focus Table is a tenant
advisory group which discusses matters
around revitalization and other community
issues on a monthly basis.
The night started out with cuisine catered by
restaurant Spring Café. Shortly after dinner,
certificates were handed out by Jessica
Hawes, TCHC’s Senior Development
Director for Firgrove. Lastly, the dance floor
was opened up and staff and advisory
members swiftly followed the instructions
being sung by Mr. C The Slide Man.

Raven.Williams@torontohousing.ca

or (647) 269-1459

FLICC festive
season party
On Saturday December 14, 2019 from 2
p.m., the Firgrove Learning and
Innovation Community Centre (FLICC)
will be hosting their annual festive
season party.
Come out to 11 Blue Grassway for an
evening of delicious food and tons of
holiday cheer with your neighbours and
friends in the community!
Interested in receiving a gift from
Santa? Please register your children
for gifts by Tuesday December 10,
2019, by calling 416-747-5616.
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Firgrove back-to-school barbecue and
scholarship ceremony
On Thursday August 29, Firgrove hosted
its 12th annual Back-to-School barbecue
and scholarship ceremony. This
community-led initiative was created in
2007 by Lorraine Anderson and Maryan
Hilowle who were tenant representatives at
the time. The Back-to-School event has
been a way to support and celebrate the
young people who give back to their
community. Three scholarships of $1,000
each were awarded this year to residents
Venesha Cardwell, Kanwal Jamal, and
Yasmin Mohammed.
The Back-to-School barbecue team also
organizes an annual backpack drive. This
year, 200 backpacks were given to
Firgrove residents, as well the broader
Jane and Finch community. Mahad Awale
coordinated this year’s backpack drive.
This was Mahad’s fourth year assisting
with the event.

A special dance performance by Josh, a member
of the Canadian Dance Team, international
performer and Firgrove community member.

“Over the years, I’ve been able to see
how the backpack drive has helped the
people who live in the community.
There’s always been a consistent
demand,” said Mahad. Coordinating the
event has also been a learning opportunity
for Mahad, who said he was able to
improve his leadership skills in the process.
“My favourite part was the day we
gave the backpacks away. It was
really satisfying to give away the
backpacks we worked so hard to
put together.”
– Mahad Awale
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Health fair

Movie in the park

Firgrove hosted a Community Health
Fair on September 18, where
residents had an opportunity to meet
healthcare providers from the Jane
and Finch community. Residents
were able to learn about services
available to them and how to get
connected to them.

On the evening of Friday August 30,
Firgrove tenants gathered in front of the
playground with blankets and lawn
chairs, patiently awaiting the screening of
the blockbuster hit, Minions. The event
was put on by TCHC Firgrove
revitalization staff and was sponsored by
the FLICC.

The agencies that attended the event
included:
 Humber River Hospital
 Toronto Public Health (Sexual
Health and Oral Health)
 Black Creek Community Health
Centre
 The Griffin Centre
 The North Western Toronto
Ontario Health Team
 Toronto Community Housing

TCHC staff, Toronto Police Service
(TPS), tenants and event volunteers
worked together to put on an amazing
event. Children were eager to help and
contributed to the swift set up of the
movie screen. Officers from TPS
managed the popcorn station, making
sure the community had a delicious
snack during the movie screening.

The health fair partnered with
Firgrove Public School’s Curriculum
Night Barbeque. All the organizations
were excited to come to Firgrove and
are looking forward to connecting with
the community in the future.

Health Fair

This event proved not only to be about
yellow, pill-shaped cartoon characters,
but the community’s ability to work
together. Deandre (7)—one of the kids in
Firgrove—said, “It was good! I want
you guys to make another one…like
tomorrow!”

Minions on the
Big Screen
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Key Contacts
Mithula Loganathan
Community Revitalization Assistant
(416) 717-6373
Mithula.Loganathan2@torontohousing.ca

Client Care Centre
(For maintenance
and repair requests)
(416) 981-5500

Raven Williams
Community Revitalization Assistant
(647) 269-1459
Raven.Williams@torontohousing.ca

Online Information
torontohousing.ca

To obtain a translated copy of the newsletter in one of the languages below,
please call 416-981-5500.
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