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OVERVIEW

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE: WHat's going on?

Since 2018, Toronto Community Housing (TCHC) has worked closely with tenants, local
stakeholders, and the City of Toronto to develop a master plan to revitalize, rebuild and
renew the Firgrove-Grassways community. The plan proposes to demolish and replace
236 RGI units in Firgrove, add up to 600 market units, and up to 107 net new affordable
units on site.

master plan and timeline
The master plan that was developed with TCHC tenants was presented to the Firgrove
community in early 2019. An Initial Development Proposal (IDP), based on the master
plan, was approved by City Council in February 2020. Following this, TCHC submitted a
formal planning application for a Zoning By-law Amendment and Draft Plan of
Subdivision in March 2020, which is required in order to permit the new buildings,
streets, and parks on site, as proposed in the master plan. TCHC also submitted an
application to demolish the Firgrove-Grassways units. The applications are currently
under review by City staff, and signage with details about them have been placed
along Jane Street and Firgrove Crescent.

What are the next steps?
TCHC to secure approvals for the Zoning By-law Amendment, Draft Plan of Subdivision
and Demolition Permit Applications from the City of Toronto. If approved, demolition
will not begin until all tenants have been relocated.
TCHC to work with tenants and the broader community to submit a Site Plan
Application for the new replacement TCHC buildings to the City of Toronto.
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grassways relocation update
Firgrove-Grassways is a revitalization community. This means that the entire Grassways
(blue and white townhome blocks) will be vacated and all tenants will be relocated.
In February 2020, Firgrove tenants deputed at City Hall in regards to the Firgrove
revitalization and relocation process. City Council passed a motion for the relocation
process to be sped-up for Firgrove-Grassways to allow the remaining households to
move out.
Honouring the Council decision, the relocation process for Firgrove-Grassways will
begin in February 2021 until August 2021. Households will have seven months to
relocate. Community meetings, information and drop-in sessions will be held leading
up to the February 2021 relocation date to prepare all households.

Firgrove grassways: relocation surveys
All Firgrove-Grassways tenants received a call from TCHC between July - September to
conduct a relocation survey. The purpose of this survey was to understand the needs of
the community to make sure that the upcoming relocation process goes smoothly.
Moving can be stressful, so TCHC would like to make it as easy as possible for all
households as they get ready for the relocation. Through the surveys, TCHC received
feedback from 63 out of 90 Grassway households (73% of households), and 39 relocated
Grassways households.
The survey included questions on:
communication and interpretation needs
future community meetings (times and days)
accessibility and special needs
social supports
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5 nEEDLE FIRWAY Community Use Space

What's up with the construction?
You may have noticed there is construction taking place at 5 Needle Firway. As a result of
this construction work, 4 new community use spaces will be constructed.
One of the rooms will be a meeting room, and the second room will have a kitchen and
space to gather. For the 2 remaining rooms, TCHC Revitalization staff have been calling
households in Firgrove to complete a Community Use Survey and to get their input on
what to build.
The feedback from tenants in Firgrove will be used to inform what the space will be.
So far, tenants have told us they would like the spaces to be a gym/workout space, or a
study space for students.

Stay Tuned:
TCHC will inform the community once the final results are in and the decision has been
made. The community spaces are scheduled to open later this year.
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ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE
120+

backpacks distributed

to Firgrove families

COVID-19 may have put a stop to many events this year,
but it didn't stop the Annual Firgrove Backpack Drive
from taking place! While the Back-to-School BBQ was
unfortunately unable to take place this summer, the
Backpack Drive went forward in full force.
This year, over 120 backpacks were distributed to the
community (with backpack donations from TCHC)!
The drive was done in collaboration with the Firgrove
Learning and Innovation Community Centre (FLICC)
and Jane-Finch Ministry.
In addition to the 120 backpacks, Firgrove also donated
backpacks to the Jane-Finch Back-to-School Drive, and
also donated backpacks to the Shoreham and Ardwick
communities. Firgrove's own Mahad Awale was the lead
coordinator for the event.

!
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Firgrove Youth X YUTE Inc. X Foot Locker

Thi

On August 21st and 22nd, 3 Firgrove youth were
hired to work their first professional event as a
videographer, photographer and illustrator. This
was a pop-up event for YUTE Inc., an urban
street wear brand. The event was a
collaboration with Foot Locker and Mack House
(a sneaker customization store in Toronto).
Ejay showed up with his amazing videography
skills, Thi worked her magic behind the camera
as the event photographer, and Rodney used
his artistic expertise to help customize sneakers.
This served as an opportunity for the youth to
gain professional experience, build their
portfolio as artists and network within the
industry. They all received great feedback for
their services.

Rodney

Getting ready for the event, they also provided
videography and photography services for the
Lawrence Heights Revitalization where they
captured the 37 Kids Summer Program. The
recap video was showcased at the Lawrence
Heights Safety Forum.
In addition to the employment opportunity for
Thi, Rodney and Ejay, 5 Firgrove youth were also
able to attend the sneaker customization event
as attendees and receive a new pair of Nike’s.
The event was a fun time with good people,
good vibes and great memories made.

Ejay
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Key Contacts:
Mithula Loganathan
Community Revitalization Assistant
(416) 717-6373
Mithula.Loganathan@torontohousing.ca

For maintenance:

For maintenence and repairs,
call the Client Care Centre:
(416) 981-5500
Online Information at
torontohousing.ca

Raven Williams
Community Revitalization Assistant
(647) 269-1459
Raven.Williams@torontohousing.ca
To obtain a translated copy of the newsletter in one
of the languages below, please call 416-981-5500

