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firgrove feauture:

Rodney Osei-nuako

self taught artist, illustrator, & local creative
Has Firgrove always been your home?
Yeah, I've lived here basically my whole life - since I was four years old.
Before Firgrove, I lived in Regent Park.
Regent Park? Did you move from there because of the revitalization?
Yeah, we moved cause of that. My mom liked Firgrove and Jane and Finch, so we stayed.
Cool, so what do you love about Firgrove?
The people and how everyone is connected - this is
Connections. Everyone sticks together and we help
each other grow. Honestly, living here is one of the best
things in my life.
So how'd you get into art?
Growing up, I always liked to do art. I've been doing art
my whole life. Whenever I saw cartoons as a kid, I got so
happy, so I wanted to try that. At first, my stuff looked
bad, but my brother said my art looked good so I kept
going. After some time and with practice, it got better.
When did you start drawing?
I started drawing when I was seven years old.
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What are some of your goals with your art?
Ever since I started watching The Boondocks [my brother introduced me to the show],
I wanted create a cartoon/anime series about my community and people. A lot of
people ask me, "what really happens in your neighbourhood?", or "what happens in
Jane and Finch?" They want to see a visualization of the stories, people and
community. I also want to have a design studio one day for animation, painting, and
drawing where other people can also come and learn different skills.
That's really cool. Where would you want to have your studio?
Actually, I want to have like two or three studios. One here at home (Toronto), one in
Japan, and another one in LA.
What inspires you?
My art, my friends, my family, and my community. I wouldn't be anything without
them. Other artists also inspire me to keep going, push and challenge myself.
So what's 2021 looking like for you?
New things. 2020 tried to take a toll on me - but I'm
not giving up and I'm getting stronger. I want to work
on my art, get better, and follow my dreams. It's
going to be my year.
If someone wants to get in touch, where do they go?
Hit me up on Instagram @capone.graphics
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THE GRASSWAYS RELOCATION
?
?

WHAT

Through the revitalization, the remaining Grassways units will relocate in 2021.
WHO

Firgrove-Grassways households will be relocated. This includes all units in:
4 Cane Grassway
17 Cane Grassway
10 Turf Grassway
5 Turf Grassway
ebruary to
F
40 Turf Grassway
t 2021
WHEN

?

augus

Stating: February 1, 2021
Ending: August 31, 2021
WHERE

?

Households in good standing will choose where they move based on available
vacancies in TCHC, and the appropriate bedroom size for each household.
WHY

?
?

The units are in poor condition and beyond repair.
HOW

TCHC will provide packing material and movers, and also cover the cost
of moving from each household's current unit into their new unit.
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building
your wealth
financial literacy workshops in firgrove
Over the past year, many tenants have requested education about money management
and how to build wealth. This included the desire to learn more about saving money,
planning around finances, understanding credit, and investing.

ILLUSTRATION BY RODNEY OSEI-NUAKO @CAPONE.GRAPHICS
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building
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yourwealth
wealth
In October and November, the first set of financial literacy workshops were delivered to
tenants. This included relocated, current Grassways, and Needle Firway tenants. The
workshops were a huge success! At the start of the series, most participants felt they
had limited knowledge about how money worked. After completing the workshop
series, participants stated they had learned a lot, felt more confident handling their
finances, and started applying their new knowledge and skills on a regular basis.

"I learned a lot about savings, bugeting,
investing, and how to make money"
The topics of the workshops included budgeting and saving, credit and how credit
works, investing money, starting a business, and additional sources of income.

now the workshops are over, what's next?
We will be following up with all program participants in three months, six months,
and nine months to understand how the program has influenced their relationship
with money. We will work with each individual to connect them to the specific
supports they need to continue their financial journey. This can include further
education and information, connecting with a financial advisor and receiving one-onone support, or being connected to more advanced workshops.

i missed the workshops. will this happen again?
If you missed the first set of workshops, don't worry! We will be holding more financial
literacy workshops again in early 2021. We we follow up with more information and
specific dates in the new year. If you are interested in being part of the next group,
please connect with Mithula at 416-717-6373 or email
Mithula.Loganathan@torontohousing.ca.
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virtual
community
meeting

On November 24th, TCHC held
an update Meeting for all
Grassways tenants on Zoom
the meeting was a success:
over 40 households attended
and shared positive feedback

The purpose of the community update meeting was to provide Grassways tenants with
updates on the revitalization including development, engagement and relocation.
The meeting was facilitated by TCHC staff, Firgrove tenants Venesha Cardwell and Tasha
Louis, Executive Director of the FLICC, Lorraine Anderson, and Councillor Anthony
Perruzza. The City of Toronto's Strategic Initiatives, Policy and Analysis (SIPA), Jane Finch
Community Legal Services, Community & Legal Aid Service Program from York
University (CLASP), Black Creek Community Health Centre (BCCHC) and Delta Family
Resource Centre were also in attendance and spoke at the meeting.
Interpretation and translation was also provided to households in Spanish, French,
Cantonese and Vietnamese. The next update meeting will be held in January 2021.
Details will be shared with households in the New Year.

screenshots
from the
meeting

FIRGROVE
FOCUS

firgrove spotlight

tasha louis
mother,
friend,
advocate,
leader,
community
member

Tell us a little bit about yourself...
I'm a mom of four kids, grandma to one, and a wife. I'm also a lover of people. I
believe my purpose in life is to serve. This includes my community. I was a young
mom when I had my first two kids, and experienced a lot over the years. Recently,
I've been discovering who I am again - including who I am outside of being a
mother! I enjoy learning new things and supporting anyone who needs help.
How long have you lived in Firgrove?
I've lived here for five years, but I've lived in Jane and Finch since I was six years old.
How did you get involved with the community?
Initially, I wasn't really involved in the community and I wasn't aware of the needs
that we have as a community. When I started to realize these things, it really
saddened me and tore at me. But first, it made me angry. Eventually, that anger
turned into sadness. Then the sadness turned into me asking, "what can I do about
this?" I could have stayed angry, but I chose to get involved. For me, it started with
popping into FLICC, helping at the food bank, and then I eventually started going to
revitalization meetings. After that, things just picked up, but that's how I got started.
What would you say to someone that is feeling how you used to feel?
I would say just take the step to get involved - that's how I got started. You can start
small, it doesn't have to be something big. See what's going on, ask for help and
express your needs. Begin using the resources around you - there are resources
here, they do work, and can lead to big changes.
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Tell us about how you're currently involved with in the community.
Firstly, I'm on the Firgrove Focus tenant advisory group. I love being part of the
group because it gives you so many skills that you didn't even know you had. It
challenges you and takes you out of your comfort zone. It also teaches you the real
purpose of the revitalization. I don't think a lot of people know about all that, but
just think "oh, I'm going to move". They're not aware of all the positive things going
on. I'm also a community animator. I engage with tenants and do outreach in my
community. Being an animator really opened the door to meet some amazing
people in my community. And I just started a Relocation WhatsApp group.

Tell us about the WhatsApp group!
I figured there might be some people that
are nervous to get involved, so the purpose
of this group is to have a safe space that
we can come together to talk about the
revitalization, ask questions, and get to
know each other. I want people to feel safe
about the relocation. I'm here to answer
questions, and build a space around love
and support. If anyone has any questions,
you can message me.
If you're a Grassways tenant and want to
get plugged into the WhatsApp group,
please call or text 416-717-6373!

illustration by rodney osei-nuako
@capone.graphics!
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you should
connect
with us!

Did you know there is a WhatsApp group for the Grassways Relocation?
If you are a Grassways tenant (4 Cane, 17 Cane, 5 Turf, 10 Turf or 40 Turf Grassway), you
can join the Relocation WhatsApp group. This is a tenant-led space to ask questions, get
information and stay connected with what's happening. The group is led by Tasha Louis.
If you'd like to be added to the WhatsApp group, please call, text or send a WhatsApp
message to Mithula at 416-717-6373.

Follow us on Instagram!
Are you following fg.connect? (Instagram.com/fg.connect) is a community page
where you can stay connected with what's happening in Firgrove. This includes:
Employment opportunities
Programs and services
Revitalization info
Tenant led initiatives

@fg.connect

The page is managed by Firgrove Community Animators!
Are you on the email list?
Join the email list! We'll send you information on the
revitalization, programs and services, employment,
and other opportunities. Text 416 - 717 - 6373 or email
Mithula.Loganathan@torontohousing.ca to be added.
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Hey, what's going on with the
5 needle community use spaces?
is there still going to be a fitness room?
is there still going to be a study lounge?
is tchc still going to build these spaces?
Yes, Yes, and Yes. You provided great feedback during the
community use space consultations this summer. We've
been working behind the scenes to ensure the spaces are
built, furnished and ready for use. There has been some
delay in the construction, but the community use spaces
are scheduled to be finished in early 2021.

Ok... What are the final results for the community use spaces?
You provided your input and the final results are in!
The new community use spaces will include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

A fitness room
A study lounge
A party room with a kitchenette
A multi-use space

So the community use spaces will be
constructed by early 2021?
Yes, TCHC will follow up and notify tenants once the
construction of the community use spaces is complete.

FIRGROVE

FOCUS

KEY CONTACTS:

For maintenance:

Mithula Loganathan
Community Revitalization Assistant
(416) 717-6373
Mithula.Loganathan@torontohousing.ca

For maintenance and repairs,
contact the Client Care Centre at
(416) 981-5500 or email
help@torontohousing.ca

Raven Williams
Community Revitalization Assistant
(647) 269-1459
Raven.Williams@torontohousing.ca

Online information at:
torontohousing.ca

To obtain a translated copy of the newsletter in one
of the languages below, please call 416-981-5500

To request this newsletter in an accessible format, please contact
the Client Care Centre at help@torontohousing.ca or 416-981-5500

